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Construction on New Emergency Department, ICU Taking Shape

This rendering shows what San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital’s new Emergency Department and Intensive Care Unit Building will look like. 
Shown at right, the new building is about 90 percent completed. Behind the new ED/ICU building is the future Patient Care Building.

The exterior of the new Emergency Department/Intensive Care Unit 
building is nearly completed. 

While the daily operations of San 
Gorgonio Memorial Hospital con-
tinue, and patients come and go, the 
construction of the new Emergency 
Department and Intensive Care 
Unit Building have steadily moved 
along. 
Over the past few months, the new 
building has come together nicely, 
and construction is nearly finished.

“We’re 90 percent complete on our 
first clinical building,” Project Man-

ager Kay Lang said on April 17. 
“There’s still a lot of detail work to be 
finished in the last few months, as 
we put in casework like cupboards, 
counters, sinks, light fixtures, doors 
and finish hardware and flooring.”
The outside of the new building is 
93 percent complete, including glass, 
tile, stone veneer, and a final color 
coat. Soon the building will have 
power, Lang added excitedly. 

“The front entrance, which will be 

accessed from a new street off High-
land Springs Avenue, will be visually 
attractive and very welcoming to pa-
tients and visitors.”
The new structure meets state seis-
mic codes. Additionally, the campus 
will have a 20,000 underground fuel 
storage tank to run emergency gen-
erators, a 20,000 gallon reserve wa-
ter tank and a 30,000 gallon emer-
gency sewage holding tank, all of 
which fulfill the requirement to be 
self-sufficient for 72 hours in case a 
disaster causes disruption of utilities.
The building is on schedule to open 
for patient care by the beginning 
of April, 2013, but for those who 
can’t wait that long to see the in-
side, SGMH has scheduled frequent 
tours of the building.
On the third Wednesday of each 
month at 4 p.m., community mem-
bers are invited to tour the new fa-
cility. Individuals and groups may 
arrange other times to tour the 
building as well.
Plans have been submitted for the 
second phase of the project, which 
includes the six-story patient build-
ing, and will double the hospital’s ca-

pacity and bring us up to date with 
the needs of the growing San Gor-
gonio Pass community. 
Informational meetings about the 
construction are held quarterly in 
Classroom C at SGMH. The next 
construction update will be held 
Wednesday, May 16, at 4 p.m.
Construction tours will be held the 
third Wednesday of every month at 
4 p.m., starting at Classroom C at 
San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital. 
Participants must be at least 18 years 
old and wear closed-toed shoes.
To schedule a tour at another time, 
please contact Molly Davis, Market-
ing Coordinator at San Gorgonio 
Memorial Hospital, at 951-663-9643 
or mdavis@sgmh.org.
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This month, voters in the San Gorgonio 
Memorial Health Care District will receive 
a mail ballot regarding Measure D, a par-
cel tax that helps fund San Gorgonio Me-
morial Hospital’s emergency medical care 
services. 
Measure D is an extension of an existing 
tax that is expiring.  
The current tax has been in existence for 
almost 10 years and expires June 30, 2012 
unless at least 67 percent of voters decide 
to support extending Measure D for an ad-
ditional 10 years. 
Measure D costs property owners $49 per 

parcel per year, and provides $1.7 million annually to the hospital 
district to support the only emergency medical care services in the 
Pass area open 24 hours every day of the year. 
Under Measure D, the tax rate would remain the same as under the 
expiring tax and would be subject to cost of living increases.  
All funds would stay local to support local emergency medical care 

and would be subject to audit by an independent Citizen’s Oversight 
committee.
Election Day is May 1, 2012, and ballots must be received in the mail 
by the Registrar of Voters office by May 1 to count. 
A drop off box is also available in the hospital front lobby and avail-
able to receive ballots until May 1. 
If you have questions about this election, I would be happy to pro-
vide you with additional factual information.  

CEO Report

SGMH Super Heroes 
Relay for Life Team
The 9th annual San Gorgo-
nio Pass Relay for Life event 
is almost here, and the SGMH 
Super Heroes team is ready 
to participate in the 24-hour 
event, starting at 9 a.m. on May 
12-13 at the Beaumont Sports 
Park. 
In the nine years since SGMH 
Board of Directors Chairwom-
an and former Chief Nursing 
Officer Dorothy Ellis started 
the event with the late Jean-
nie Ramirez, the Pass area has 
raised more than $1 million for 
the American Cancer Society.  
The SGMH Super Heroes team 
has raised more than $20,000 
in the past two years alone 
through events like bake sales 
and Bunco tournaments.
This year’s Relay for Life event 
will honor cancer survivors 
with a Survivor lap and spe-

cial breakfast and lunch, plus a 
VIP Caregiver Tea to recognize 
those who have helped cancer 
patients through their journeys.
SGMH’s Director of Patient Fi-
nancial Services, Mayda Cox, is 
the co-chair for the event. Cox 
became involved in Relay for 
Life after losing her mother to 
lung cancer in 2002.
“Cancer took my mother from 
me, so now I am working hard-
er than ever to hopefully spare 
someone else that painful expe-
rience,” Cox said. 
Funds raised go towards helping 
community members with can-
cer obtain treatment, supplies, 
transportation, and education. 
For more information, contact 
Siobhan Lopez, Event Chair, at 
951-317-5678 or vpslopez@aol.
com, or Mayda Cox, Co-Chair, 
at 951-813-0538 or maydacox@
gmail.com.

SGMH tests safety with 
“Code Pink” exercise
Code Pink. These seemingly in-
nocuous words signify a poten-
tially devastating occurrence – an 
infant or child abduction.
But at San Gorgonio Memorial 
Hospital, staff is prepared with 
various safety measures to act in 
the case of a Code Pink. 
The hospital held a Code Pink 
drill in February that tested how 
hospital staff, security and the po-
lice department would respond 
to an infant abduction.

“Everybody did very well,” said 
Janna Eversull, the hospital’s 
Emergency Management/Disas-
ter Preparedness Coordinator. 
“We have a great team.”
The Banning Police Department 
worked with hospital staff and the 
hospital’s security team to find the 
missing baby. The entire hospital 
was searched and secured, and 
staff did a fantastic job adhering 
to the Code Pink protocol.
“We want to be prepared to sup-
port our community if anything 
happens,” Eversull said.
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Measure D Helps Save Lives!

One of San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital’s Emergency Rooms is 
shown above. Measure D helps fund local emergency services.Mark Turner, CEO

San Gorgonio 
Memorial Hospital



“I had my knee replacement done by Dr. 
Reis, and was walking on it three hours 
later. Dr. Reis is outstanding. He’s mas-
tered the procedures. I had investigated 
him. I wanted him to do my surgery.  This 
is a hospital with razor’s edge technology. 
The hospital is very well managed.”

--John Rogers, Beaumont

New Physicians

New Equipment

Testimonials
Stephen N. Hordynski, MD

Dr. Hordynski recently joined our Wom-
en’s Center as an OB/GYN, rotating 
through Beaver Medical Group.
“Dr. Hordynski is our new addition to the 
Maternity Department,” explained Kari 
Spoelstra, RN, BSN, IBCLC, Perinatal 
Educator and Program Director at SGMH. 
“Families in our community are blossom-
ing under his care. 
“His patients relate well to him because he 
listens to their concerns and he gives each 

patient his full attention. He remembers his patients by name and 
treats them with respect,” Spoelstra added. “Many of his patients 
have said that his great sense of humor really help to ease anxi-
ety over medical procedures. He has been a great asset to SGMH’s 
Women’s Center!”
He received his Medical Degree from Loma Linda University School 
of Medicine in 1980. Dr. Hordynski completed his Internship in 
1981 at Loma Linda University Medical Center, and his Residency 
in 1984 at Loma Linda University Medical Center. 
Dr. Hordynski practices at Beaver Medical Group’s Specialty Clinic, 
located on Ramsey Street near the hospital. For appointments, please 
call 951-845-0313.

“SGMH is wonderful. The staff has 
been really great to us. 
They’re very attentive.”

--Richall Pittman, Palm Springs

“This was a great experience. I’m very 
pleased. I’ve been here before, my wife 

has been here before…in two years, 
the hospital has done a 180 degree 
turn. I wouldn’t go to anybody else 

but Dr. Reis. The procedure was out-
standing. Dr. Reis is a great addition 

to this area. And the nurses are excel-
lent, and have fun personalities.”

--Homer Nichols, Banning

“This hospital saved my life. I 
had an elevated fever of 102.9 
due to an on-going infection 
that spread into my kidneys. 
The entire staff couldn’t have 
been more compassionate. I 
have been around rude and 
uncaring people before and 
this hospital does not enter-
tain that type. America needs 
more staff like this.”
--Christina Phelps, Banning

San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital Receives New Patient Beds

San Gorgonio Memorial Hos-
pital welcomed 14 new patient 
beds in March. These new beds 
combine the latest technology 
with luxurious comfort to offer 
patients superior care.
From Linet Americas, a leading 
producer of innovative hospital 

beds and patient room equip-
ment worldwide, these new beds 
provide several features designed 
to benefit both patients and staff.
“These beds are state-of-the-art,” 
said Bob Perez, San Gorgonio 
Memorial Hospital’s Director of 
Materials Management. 

Linet is the number one produc-
er of hospital beds in Europe, and 
they have won numerous awards 
for their innovative, technologi-
cally-advanced products.
“The company closely cooperates 
with medical staff to make sure 
that the design and function of 
its products meet all demands of 
modern healthcare,” Linet said. 
San Gorgonio Memorial Hos-
pital is the first hospital in Cali-
fornia to purchase the Eleganza 
3 acute care beds for their Medi-
cal-Surgical unit.
The 14 new beds benefit both 
staff and patients. The beds are 
lighter and more maneuverable 
than most hospital beds, while 
the design of the bed aids in pa-
tient mobility, leading to a faster 
recovery. And patients are excit-
ed about the Linet beds because 

their memory foam mattresses 
are extremely comfortable.
“They’re so easy to use and turn,” 
said Gayle Freude, San Gorgonio 
Memorial Hospital Medical-Sur-
gical and Transitional Care Unit 
Director. “The nurses are very 
excited about the new beds.”
The beds also aid in infection 
control, with their innovative 
sealed column design, remov-
able plastic deck and closed side 
rails. 
In addition to all of the great fea-
tures the Linet Americas beds 
have, they are also 30 percent 
less expensive with more stan-
dard features than other hospital 
beds, Perez said.
“They’re fully loaded and have 
every bell and whistle, but for 
less money,” said Perez.



Services
Behavioral Health Center
Cardiac Rehabilitation
Diagnostic Imaging
Emergency Department
Intensive Care Unit
Inpatient Care
Laboratory
Obstetrics
Pharmacy
Physical 
Therapy
Respiratory Care
Skilled Nursing Care
Social Services
Surgery
Transitional Care Unit

Board of 
Directors

Jerilynn Kaibel, Chair, 
Doctor of Chiropractic
Dorothy Ellis, MS, BSN, 
RN, Vice Chair, Former 
Chief Nursing Officer
DeNae Reagins, Secretary, 
COO Instructional Access
Olivia Hershey, Treasurer, 
Retired Educator 
Lynn Bogh Baldi,  
Community Leader
Joe Dotan, MD, Retired 
General Surgeon
Ed Heitt, Retired  
Management
Estelle Lewis, Business 
Owner
Irwin Reeves, Retired 
Clinical Lab Scientist
John Williams, MD, 
Emergency Medicine
Farzad Farrokhi, MD, 
Anesthesiology
Devin Borna, MD, Chief 
of Staff, Anesthesiology
Mary Ann Andreas, Vice 
Chair, Morongo Band of 
Mission Indians
Mark Turner, CEO, 
San Gorgonio Memorial 
Hospital

We Care for Our 
Community!

Safe Care•Quality 
Care•Our Care

Congratulations to Christina 
Juarez, RN for being chosen the 
2011 San Gorgonio Memorial 
Hospital Associate of the Year!
Christina was hired on June 22, 
2007 as a day nurse in the In-
tensive Care Unit Department. 
She was promoted to Charge 
Nurse on July 2, 2010.
Christina is very supportive 
and helpful of the Hospital and 
team Associates. She has received GEM (Going the 
Extra Mile) Awards in the past for “always being help-
ful to all Associates and explaining how things should 
be done.”
Christina is always willing to assist with special projects. 
She works extra when needed and is always willing to 
be a preceptor for new Associates.  We are proud to say 
Christina is also an example of clinical excellence.

San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital Recognizes  
Associates for Their Service & Time
San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital honored many of 
its long-time employees on April 10 with a pin and 
lunch in their honor.
The department directors came out to give 16 as-
sociates who have been with SGMH for 10 years or 
longer an award, and tell everyone a little something 
about what makes them special.
“We’re recognizing the service they provide to our 
organization,” said Mark Turner, SGMH CEO. “Hon-
oring their dedication is the purpose of this award.”
The recipients were Giman Gandapermana, 35 years; 
Tommy Sutliff, 30 years; Lorna Damerow, 25 years; 
Carol Hibbard, Mary Peteroski, and Linda Myers-
Kalb, 20 years; Colette Bellanger-Upton and Judy 
Brooks, 15 years; and Charles Closson, Tracey Mor-
gan, Sharon Goodman, Renae Baeza, Raquel Vega, 
Margaret Elgen, Philip Toppenberg, and Mary Mc-
Kim, 10 years.
SGMH appreciates their dedication!

April 28: Disaster Expo, Banning Community Center,  
  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
May 1: San Gorgonio Memorial Healthcare District           
 Board of Directors Meeting, Classroom C, 4 p.m.
 San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital Board of   
 Directors Meeting, Classroom C, 5 p.m.
May 4: Community Blood Drive, SGMH Maternity   
 Parking Lot, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
May 12: Relay for Life, Beaumont Sports Park, 9 a.m.  
 to 9 a.m.
May 16: SGMH Construction Tour & Update, 
 Classroom C, 4 p.m.
May 18: Education Summit, Mt. San Jacinto College    
 San Gorgonio Pass Campus, 6-10 a.m., 4-8 p.m.
May 30: SGMH Open Recruitment Fair, Classroom C,  
 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Associate of the YearCalendar

Service Awards

Use Your Smart Phone to 
Learn More About SGMH

The San Gorgonio Memo-
rial Hospital Foundation is 
dedicated to improving the 
community’s health and 
healthcare through the 
development of financial 
support from our com-
munities, foundations, and 
various fundraising activi-
ties. 
Over the past four years, 
the Foundation has con-
tributed more than 
$900,000 to the hospi-
tal, with an additional 
$486,000 contribution 
planned for May  to help 
purchase the necessary 
medical equipment need-
ed for the new Emergency 
Department and Intensive 

Care Unit, scheduled to 
open in Spring 2013.  
The Foundation’s Ninth 
Annual Golf Tournament, 
which is one of two main 
fundraising events the 
Foundation holds each 
year, is scheduled for Sep-
tember 26, at the Morongo 
Golf Club at Tukwet Can-
yon. 
We encourage everyone 
in the community to sup-
port this tournament and 
SGMH as all proceeds will 
benefit the hospital. 
For more information, 
please contact San Gor-
gonio Memorial Hospital 
Foundation Director Jessica 
Marquez at 951-769-2184. 

Foundation News


